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The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission was established through the SF 
Health Code. Sec. 41.3 of the Code states: “The Commission shall render written report of 
its activities to the Board [of Supervisors] quarterly.” This report fulfills that requirement. 

  



 
 
The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission advises the Board of Supervisors 
on issues involving animals. People come to Commission meetings to offer their opinions 
about issues under discussion, and to suggest topics that the Commission might investigate 
further. In  2016, the Commission took action on the following items: 
 
1. New Animal Care and Control Facility. In March 2016, the Commission send a letter 

to the Board of Supervisors urging them to support a proposed bond measure that 
would provide funding of a new ACC facility. The Board of Supervisors did not approve 
the bond measure and is pursuing other methods to provide construction funding for a 
new facility.  

2. Website clean-up. In late 2015, the city administrator updated the Animal Control and 
Welfare Commission webpage. Due to this redesign, many archives were lost or 
misplaced. Commissioner Tobin corrected many of the problems.  

3. Letter of Opposition to New Golden Gate Recreational Area dog-walking 
guidelines. In May, 2016, the Commission sent a letter to the Superintendent of the 
GGNRA expressing concern and opposition to the draft of the dog management plan, 
which imposes additional restrictions on the public by imposing severe limitations on 
recreational space for dogs. 

4. Letter to Animal Care and Control and SF SPCA regarding statistics. In October, 
the Commission sent a letter to SF ACC and SF SPCA requesting uniformity in reporting 
of statistics.  Currently the reporting methods are different for the two organizations, 
which can cause confusion to those seeking details on live-release rates for the two 
organizations.  

 
 
In  2016, the Commission hosted discussions on the following issues, but did not 
take action: 
 
1. Discussion of SFPD shootings of dogs.   Within the San Francisco Police Department, 

all dog shootings are investigated as "Officer Involved Discharges" result in an "in 
house" investigation treated similarly to an accidental discharge.  Other municipalities, 
including LA and San Diego, have changed the status of these shootings to “Officer 
Involved Shootings” which has greatly reduced the frequency of such events.  

2. Police Training Video. In August, Sergeant Sherry Hicks reviewed the newly created 
training video used by SFPD to train personnel on how to respond to situations in which 
dogs are present.  

3. Sunshine Ordinance. With the addition of two new Commissioners, the Commission 
hosted a discussion of the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance and how the rules apply to 
the Commission.  

 
In 2016, the Commission welcomed two new Commissioners. Robin Hansen, DVM, was 
appointed to fill the seat of a veterinarian in San Francisco. Bunny Rosenberg took the seat 
that was vacated when a past commissioner’s term expired.  


